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precocious wisdom, like his father the Due de
Berry sought a calm tranquil life quite apart from
worldly pleasures, and he feared to appear in
public; his manners were clumsy, ponderous and
artificial, with no spontaneity or affability. Being
timorous and fearful, and hampered by poor eye-
sight, he shunned official receptions, had no idea
how to perform the duties of his rank, replied
abruptly to compliments, and altogether often
seemed harsh and imperious.

He was the antithesis of Louis XV; just as the
latter was graceful and diplomatic, and showed
his nobility and majesty in his bearing, so the
Dauphin was clumsy, nervous and awkward.

Nevertheless, hunting and taste for handicrafts
brought them together on many occasions.

The Marquis de Valfons in his Journal recalls
several stories about the heir to the throne.

"One day," he wrote, "when he was hunting
with his brothers, the stag took to the water; the
Comte d'Artois shouted eagerly to take it by the
shortest route; the coachman rushed to do his
bidding across a field full of grain; the Dauphin,
coming to the coach-door, ordered the coachman
to go right round so as to save the crop; and this
vexed the Comte d'Artois very much."

"Brother," the Dauphin said to him, "have you
enough money to pay the owner of the field for
the loss -we would cause him? One mustn't
destroy what is so hard to come by."

Louis XV took an interest in the development
of his three grandsons; he studied them with keen